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The Themes in World History series provides exciting, new and wide-ranging surveys 
of the important themes of world history. Each theme is examined over a broad 
period of time allowing analysis of continuities and change, and introduces students 
to historians’ methods and debates in their context.

The series is designed to enable lecturers to take a truly thematic approach  
to a topic. Each book can be used as a standalone text for a module or course,  
or to guide students when approaching new themes within a broader context.

The series is edited by Peter N. Stearns, Provost and Professor of History at  
George Mason University, USA.



Education in World History
Mark S. Johnson, University of  Wisconsin, USA

This book is a comprehensive, thematic survey of the history 
of education throughout the world, from ancient times to the 
present day. Education in World History analyzes patterns of 
religious and cultural influence in classical societies, as well as 
the ways in which conquest, trade and cross-cultural contacts 
helped to shape educational change in post-classical societies. 

From Confucius, through to the Greeks and the Egyptians, 
Mark S. Johnson first takes an integrated look at ancient 
education, and the development of various education traditions. 
Considering the ways in which early modern states and religious 
movements helped to shape ethnic, religious, and national 
identities through increasingly formal institutionalized education, 
he then examines how colonialism influenced education in 
the modern era. Finally, the volume goes on to discuss the rise 
of vocationalism, the decline – in some places – of religious 
education, and the effects of globalization on education. 

Suitable for introductory courses and students new to the subject, 
this concise and lively study reconsiders the history of education 
from the perspective of world and comparative history.

March 2011: 234 x 156: 160pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31813-6: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31814-3: $28.95
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415318143

Aging in World History
David G. Troyansky, City University of New York,  
The Graduate School, USA

This book represents the first real attempt to conceptualize  
a global history of aging. Contemporary concerns about aging 
societies have stimulated interest in past ways of growing old, 
and while historians have investigated the experience of the 
aged, cultural representations of old age, and the phenomenon 
of demographic aging, the literature has been overwhelmingly 
western. This study reviews a world-wide literature and seeks to 
move beyond received wisdom about attitudes and experiences 
running from the ancient world to the present.

The book will introduce students and general readers 
to historical ways of thinking about aging in two senses: 
the experience of individuals and the transformation of 
populations. The first section introduces theoretical concerns, 
understandings of ’natural’ or ’traditional’ ways of growing old, 
and diverse cultural prescriptions and representations. The 
second section covers key issues from the medieval to the 
early modern era. This section mainly focuses on the west as 
the historical literature from this period is almost exclusively 
western, and because this period paved the way for the 
modern imposition of western models on the wider world. 
The third section looks at transitions to modernity, whilst the 
final part explores the contemporary world, before concluding 
with an overview of past, present, and future.

June 2011: 234 x 156: 192pp
Hb: 978-0-415-77906-7: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-77907-4: $29.95
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415779074

NEW in 2011

2nd Edition

Childhood in World History
Peter N. Stearns, George Mason University, USA

Childhood exists in all societies, though there is huge 
variation in the way it is socially constructed across time and 
place. Studying childhood historically greatly advances our 
understanding of what childhood is about and a world history 
focus permits some of the broadest questions to be asked.

This new edition of Childhood in World History has been 
completely updated, including:

•	 an expanded discussion of the theory and methodology 
involved in a global history of childhood

•	 expanded coverage of childhood in Africa and South Asia
•	 extra material on religious change, including more discussion 

of Judaism and Islam
•	 new material on the role of the state
•	 a brand new comparative chapter on happiness and childhood.

November 2010: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-59808-8: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-59809-5: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-83975-1
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415598095

Agriculture in World History
Mark B. Tauger, West Virginia University, USA

In this unique exploration of the world history of agriculture, 
Mark B. Tauger looks at farmers, farming, and their 
relationships to non-farmers from the classical societies of the 
Mediterranean and China through to the twenty-first century. 

Viewing farmers as the most important human interface between 
civilization and the natural world, Agriculture in World History 
examines the ways that urban societies have both exploited and 
supported farmers, and together have endured the environmental 
changes and crises that threatened food production.

November 2010: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-77386-7: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-77387-4: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-84748-0
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415773874

NEW



Sexuality in World History
Peter N. Stearns, George Mason University, USA

	 This book examines sexuality in  
the past, and explores how it helps 
explain sexuality in the present.  
The subject of sexuality is often a 
controversial one, and exploring it 
through a world history perspective 
emphasises the extent to which 
societies, including our own, are still 
reacting to historical change through 
contemporary sexual behaviours, 
values, and debates.

The study uses a clear chronological 
structure to focus on major patterns 

and changes in sexuality – both sexual culture and sexual 
behaviours – in the main periods of world history, with 
comparison and discussion across cultures and societies. 

2009: 234 x 156: 192pp
Hb: 978-0-415-77776-6: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-77777-3: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-88032-6
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415777773

Globalization in World History
Peter N. Stearns, George Mason University, USA

	 The idea of globalization is currently 
inescapable, though the term and 
the theory attached date back only 
to the 1990s. History helps clarify 
where globalization comes from,  
how it relates to broad processes of 
change, and why it rouses controversy. 

In Globalization in World History, 
Peter N. Stearns argues that 
although the term is a relatively  
new one, the process of globalization 
has roots much further back in 
time. He shows how tracing this 

process of change can also help to define the concept of 
globalization as we understand it today. The book examines 
major changes in global interactions from 1000 CE onward, 
and defines four major turning points that have accelerated 
the process of globalization.

2009: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-77917-3: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-77918-0: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-86606-1
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415779180

Jews and Judaism  
in World History
Howard N. Lupovitch, University of Western Ontario, 
Canada

	 A survey of the history of the 
Jewish people from biblical antiquity 
to the present, spanning nearly 2,500 
years and traversing five continents.

Opening with a broad introduction 
which addresses key questions 
of terminology and definition, the 
book’s ten chapters then go on 
to explore Jewish history in both 
its religious and non-religious 
dimensions. The book explores the 
social, political and cultural aspects 
of Jewish history, and examines the 

changes and continuities across the whole of the Jewish world 
throughout its long and varied history. 

2009: 234 x 156: 264pp
Hb: 978-0-415-46204-4: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-46205-1: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-86197-4
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415462051

NEW

The Environment  
in World History
Stephen Mosley, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK

	 The Environment in World History 
offers a fresh environmental 
perspective on familiar world 
history narratives of imperialism 
and colonialism, trade and 
commerce, and technological 
progress and the advance of 
civilisation, and will be invaluable 
reading for all students of world 
history and environmental studies.

Chapters and case studies explore  
a wide range of issues, including:

•	 the hunting of wildlife and the loss of biodiversity in nearly 
every part of the globe 

•	 the clearing of the world’s forests and the development of 
strategies to halt their decline 

•	 the degradation of soils, one of the most profound and 
unnoticed ways that humans have altered the planet 

•	 the impact of urban-industrial growth and the deepening 
‘ecological footprints’ of the world’s cities 

•	 the pollution of air, land and water as the ‘inevitable’ trade-
off for continued economic growth worldwide.

January 2010: 234 x 156: 136pp
Hb: 978-0-415-40955-1: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-40956-8: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-85953-7
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415409568



Warfare in  
World History
Michael S. Neiberg
2001: 234 x 156: 128pp
Hb: 978-0-415-22954-8: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-22955-5: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-46657-5
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415229555

Disease and Medicine 
in World History
Sheldon Watts
2003: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-27816-4: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-27817-1: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-98789-6
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415278171

Western Civilization 
in World History
Peter N. Stearns
2003: 234 x 156: 144pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31611-8: $120.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31610-1: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-93009-0
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415316101

2nd Edition

Consumerism in 
World History
The Global Transformation  
of Desire

Peter N. Stearns
2006: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-39586-1: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-39587-8: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-96988-5
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415395878

2nd Edition

Gender in  
World History
Peter N. Stearns
2006: 234 x 156: 192pp
Hb: 978-0-415-39588-5: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-39589-2: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-96989-2
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415395892

Asian Democracy  
in World History
Alan T. Wood
2003: 234 x 156: 136pp
Hb: 978-0-415-22942-5: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-22943-2: $29.95
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415229432

The Indian Ocean  
in World History
Milo Kearney
2003: 234 x 156: 200pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31277-6: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31278-3: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-49327-4
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415312783

Revolutions in  
World History
Michael D. Richards
2004: 234 x 156: 112pp
Hb: 978-0-415-22497-0: $120.00
Pb: 978-0-415-22498-7: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-64457-7
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415224987

Sports in  
World History
David G. McComb
2004: 234 x 156: 136pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31811-2: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31812-9: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-69701-6
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415318129

Migration in  
World History
Patrick Manning
2004: 234 x 156: 208pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31148-9: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31147-2: $29.95
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415311472

Food in World 
History
Jeffrey M. Pilcher
2005: 234 x 156: 144pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31145-8: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31146-5: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-97005-8
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415311465

Religion in  
World History
The Persistence of Imperial 
Communion

John C. Super and  
Briane K. Turley
2005: 234 x 156: 192pp
Hb: 978-0-415-31457-2: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-31458-9: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-96958-8
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415314589

The United States  
in World History
Edward J. Davies, II
2006: 234 x 156: 192pp
Hb: 978-0-415-27529-3: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-27530-9: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-08621-6
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415275309

Poverty in  
World History
Steven M. Beaudoin
2006: 234 x 156: 136pp 
Hb: 978-0-415-25458-8: $90.00
Pb: 978-0-415-25459-5: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-96645-7
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415254595

Premodern Travel  
in World History
Stephen Gosch and  
Peter N. Stearns
2007: 234 x 156: 200pp
Hb: 978-0-415-22940-1: $115.00
Pb: 978-0-415-22941-8: $29.95
eBook: 978-0-203-92695-6
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415229418

Premodern Trade  
in World History
Richard L. Smith, Ferrum College, 
Virginia, USA
2008: 234 x 156: 176pp
Hb: 978-0-415-42476-9: $90.00
Pb: 978-0-415-42477-6: $27.95
eBook: 978-0-203-89352-4
For more information, visit: 
www.routledge.com/9780415424776


