
'Reading Primary Sources is at once a bold and useful book – bold because it 
departs from the common sense approach to historical investigation, and argues 
that there is a whole toolbox of critical methods beyond it; useful because it 
shows us how to employ these methods. Dobson and Ziemann insist that, at least 
since the linguistic turn, historians no longer analyze sources as if they revealed 
simple, transparent truths. Instead, we interrogate sources, read them against the 
grain, and consider them as genres in their own right. With felicity and insight, 
the authors of this volume show us how modern historians now read primary 
sources. A wonderful volume for teachers and students alike.' – Helmut Walser 
Smith, Vanderbilt University, USA  
'Finally, a text that puts theory into practice! Reading Primary Sources will help 
students to understand key concepts in historical analysis and recent 
historiographical trends and guide them in the analysis of various genres of 
historical texts. I strongly recommend Reading Primary Sources for upper-level 
undergraduate and postgraduate historical methods courses, and for any 
historian who seeks better understanding of the most recent trends in historical 
analysis.' – Caroline Hoefferle, Professor of American History, Wingate University, 
USA 
 


