
Frequency index

Frequency rank Headword in Simplified Chinese [Headword in Traditional
Chinese] /Pinyin/ (Optional HSK Level) Part of speech English gloss
Illustrative example in Simplified Chinese and English translation of the example
Normalised frequency | Dispersion index | Usage rate | Optional register code

0001 < > /de / (1) aux [structural particle used
after an attribute]

Africa is a very
large continent.
236106 | 0.95 | 223484

0002 < > /shì/ (1) v be
Where are you from?

81965 | 0.83 | 67954

0003 < > /yh/ (1) num one, a, an
There is a crowd of

people in front of the town hall.
69925 | 0.89 | 62263

0004 < > /zài/ (1) prep [indicating location or
time, etc.] at, in

She sat at the window.
52774 | 0.94 | 49460

0005 < > /le/ (1) aux [aspect marker indicating
realisation of a situation]

She fell off her horse.
51296 | 0.9 | 46283

0006 < > /bù/ (1) adv no, not
You can’t park in this street.

50589 | 0.8 | 40245

0007 < > /ws/ (1) pron I, me
Coffee and tea

stimulate me.
51365 | 0.71 | 36653

0008 < > /gè/ (1) clas [generalised measure word
used for nouns without a specific measure term]

There is a village beyond
the hill.
36612 | 0.83 | 30504

1. Fruits

Simplified Traditional Pinyin Gloss Frequency 

Chinese Chinese rank

píngguS apple 3251

xHguF watermelon 4644

pútao grape 4858

táo peach 6390

lí pear 7564

xiFngjiFo banana 8905

yHngtáo cherry 10789

lìzhH litchi, lychee 12982

shìzi persimmon 13269

shíliu pomegranate 16967

mángguS mango 17697

lRzi plum 18120

júzi tangerine 18351

cPoméi strawberry 20407

júzi orange 21757

yGzi coconut 22864

lóngyPn longan fruit 24871

bIluó pineapple 26494

shFnzhF hawthorn 28271

míhóutáo Chinese gooseberry 28302

níngméng lemon 29335
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0009 < > /ysu/ (1) v have, there be
I wish I had more

time.
33648 | 0.87 | 29434

0010 < > /tf/ (1) pron he, him
At present, he is on

holiday.
36234 | 0.76 | 27619

0011 < > /zhè/ (1) pron this
Do you want to

watch this TV programme?
31412 | 0.85 | 26678

0012 < > /shui/ (1) v say, speak, tell

I will not believe it unless and until he 
tells me so.
27792 | 0.8 | 22252

0013 < > /jiù/ (1) adv [used for emphasis] just;
then; at once

The French 
are staying in the hotel just over there.
29964 | 0.72 | 21596

0014 < > /rén/ (1) n person, human, man

I respect him as a writer and as 
a man.
24724 | 0.86 | 21225

0015 < > /shàng/ (1) loc up, on, in
The child has

picked a hole in his new jumper.
22041 | 0.92 | 20201

0016 < > /hé/ (1) conj and
the experience and

lessons of the twentieth century
27438 | 0.7 | 19292

0017 < > /yq/ (1) adv also
But they will also give

delight.
22338 | 0.85 | 19093

0018 < > /nr/ (1) pron you
You’re looking good yourself.

28592 | 0.64 | 18249

0019 < > /le/ (1) part [sentence final particle
indicating change of state or current 
relevance]

I am worn out.
26451 | 0.69 | 18204

0020 < > /yào/ (1) v want; order
I will take the beefsteak.

17290 | 0.92 | 15835

0021 < > /dào/ (1) v go to, reach, arrive
Chances 

are that he won’t come back when he gets
there.
16955 | 0.9 | 15280

0022 < > /duì/ (1) prep for, to, with regard to
She must answer for

her actions.
15402 | 0.91 | 14018

0023 < > /hái/ (1) adv still, yet
There are still vacant seats at

the back.
16416 | 0.85 | 13957

0024 < > /diu/ (1) adv all
All the furniture has

been disposed of.
16480 | 0.84 | 13809

0025 < > /dà/ (1) adj big, large
A huge wave swept

the boat away.
11795 | 0.98 | 11525

0026 < > /wsmen/ (1) pron we, us
We made an early

start in the morning.
15065 | 0.74 | 11115

0027 D < > /zhe/ (1) aux [aspect marker indicating
a durative or ongoing situation]

D The flower in the garden
is blooming.
15188 | 0.66 | 10015

0028 < > /hpo/ (1) adj good, well
She sang well, I thought.

11951 | 0.8 | 9535

0029 < > /zhsng/ (1) clas [indicating species]
kind, type

Do you provide this kind
of service?
11206 | 0.85 | 9528

0030 < > /zhing/ (1) loc in, within
The figures are set out

in the table at the back of the book.
12127 | 0.78 | 9457

0031 < > /néng/ (1) v can

It’s arrogant of you to assume that you can
win every time.
10434 | 0.89 | 9273

0032 < > /tf/ (1) pron she, her
She enjoys all

kinds of music, as I do.
17222 | 0.52 | 8954

0033 < > /lipng/ (1) num two
The differences between

the two pictures are very slight.
9635 | 0.88 | 8523

0034 < > /bp/ (1) prep [ba-structure preposing
the object]

Open your mouth and
say “ah”.
9906 | 0.86 | 8485

0035 < > /huì/ (1) v can, know how to do
Who said that I cannot

cook?
10178 | 0.83 | 8476

0036 < > /de/ (1) aux [structural particle
introducing an adverbial modifier]

You should be
serious about each stroke.
10092 | 0.82 | 8256
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0037 < > /nà/ (1) pron that
That’s total nonsense!

13126 | 0.62 | 8152 | S

0038 < > /hqn/ (1) adv very
It’s very likely that the

train will be delayed.
9533 | 0.82 | 7811

0039 < > /kàn, kfn/ (1, 3) v look, view; 
look after

By the
way, will it be convenient to see the room now?
11068 | 0.7 | 7734

0040 < > /qù/ (1) v go
Where are you going?

10516 | 0.72 | 7589

0041 < > /tfmen/ (1) pron they, them
They’ve just arrived.

8394 | 0.88 | 7415

0042 < > /cóng/ (1) prep from
The river flows

through the city from west to east.
7876 | 0.94 | 7402

0043 < > /zìjr/ (1) pron self
You’d better do it

yourself.
8896 | 0.8 | 7083

0044 < > /de/ (1) aux [structural particle used
after a verb that introduces a complement
showing effect]

He is trembling from fear.
9147 | 0.74 | 6803

0045 < > /shénme/ (1) pron what
What kind of room do

you want?
9952 | 0.67 | 6623

0046 < > /yòu/ (1) adv again, once again
The elevator’s out again.

7998 | 0.83 | 6612

0047 < > /dì/ (1) pref [numeral prefix forming
ordinal numbers]

Who was
the first man to run a mile in four minutes?
7829 | 0.83 | 6491

0048 < > /nián/ (1) n year
This company was

founded in the year 1724.
7501 | 0.86 | 6416

0049 < > /ér/ (2) conj and, yet
We are ashamed

of sin and yet not ashamed to sin.
7652 | 0.8 | 6151

0050 < > /chj/ (1) v out; produce; happen
What’s happened here?

7051 | 0.85 | 6004

0051 < > /zhège/ (1) pron this
D There is

a wide spectrum of opinions on this 
question.
10042 | 0.59 | 5896 | S

0052 < > /sfn/ (1) num three
I’ve had two holidays

in three years.
6511 | 0.87 | 5665

0053 < > /lái/ (2) aux [preceding a verb to
indicate the intended or suggested action]

I found this
gadget that will serve as a bottle opener.
6516 | 0.86 | 5604

0054 < > /cì/ (1) clas [measure word indicating
number of repetitions or count of actions or
events] times

Take this medicine three
times a day.
6398 | 0.86 | 5516

0055 < > /dui/ (1) adj many, much, plentiful
He had enough

money to buy out the island.
5823 | 0.94 | 5485

0056 < > /xipng/ (1) v think
Sorry, I think

she’s gone shopping.
7999 | 0.68 | 5411

0057 < > /bèi/ (1) prep [passive marker]
He was killed

by a single bullet in the heart.
6059 | 0.88 | 5339

0058 < > /zuì/ (1) adv [superlative degree] most
Shanghai is

among the largest cities in the world.
6011 | 0.88 | 5318

0059 <U> /lr/ (1) loc in, inside

She knows all the rooms in the building 
by number.
6869 | 0.77 | 5295

0060 < > /gqi/ (1) prep to
I wrote a letter to

her yesterday.
6847 | 0.76 | 5220

0061 < > /dàn/ (2) conj but

Trim the sides and the back, but leave the
front as it is, please.
6224 | 0.82 | 5106

0062 < > /jr/ (1) num several; how much
I am going away for a few

days.
5632 | 0.88 | 4952

0063 < > /lái/ (1) v come
Do come early.

6357 | 0.77 | 4925

0064 < > /xià/ (1) loc under, below
They’re under my bed.

5505 | 0.89 | 4916

0065 < > /wèi/ (1) prep [introducing purpose,
reason, beneficiary, etc.] for, because of

Can you
secure me two good tickets for the concert?
7039 | 0.7 | 4915
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0066 < > /xipo/ (1) adj small, little
The lift was so

small that only three people could fit in.
5892 | 0.83 | 4877

0067 < > /hòu/ (1) loc behind; after, later
You can come for a

fitting three days later.
5706 | 0.85 | 4868

0068 < > /yòng/ (1) v use
Do you know how to use

chopsticks?
5523 | 0.87 | 4788

0069 < > /dui/ (1) num many, much, numerous
We have tried many

times.
5996 | 0.78 | 4684

0070 < > /kqyr/ (1) v may, can

You can catch bus 20 or the subway on
Broadway.
5614 | 0.82 | 4608

0071 < > /zhr/ (1) adv only
This alarm

button is only to be used in emergency.
5825 | 0.79 | 4606

0072 < > /wèntí/ (1) n question, problem,
issue

I am sorry that 
I cannot answer the question.
5973 | 0.77 | 4596

0073 < > /dqng/ (1) aux et cetera
She’s got very

sensitive hearing, skin, etc.
6830 | 0.67 | 4567

0074 < > /méiysu/ v have not, there be not
He does not

have the funds to carry out his plan.
5737 | 0.78 | 4496

0075 < > /guo/ (1) aux [aspect marker indicating
experience]

Have you ever been to
Disneyland?
5631 | 0.79 | 4464

0076 < > /zuò/ (1) v do, make
What do you see her 

do?
5372 | 0.82 | 4423

0077 < > /yr/ (2) prep by means of, with, in
(some way); according to; because of

I don’t want
to tie you down in any way.
6072 | 0.72 | 4384

0078 < > /shí/ n time when . . .
Take care when crossing

the road.
5430 | 0.8 | 4332

0079 < > /ràng/ (1) v give way; let, make; 
allow

Let me finish.
5555 | 0.77 | 4278

0080 < > /èr/ (1) num two
The two teams tied 

at 2:2.
4499 | 0.91 | 4105

0081 < > /zhèyàng/ (1) pron this (kind of,
sort of); so

This would create a bad
impression.
5318 | 0.77 | 4092

0082 < > /kq/ (2) conj but, yet
I tried to

warn him, but he wouldn’t listen.
4663 | 0.86 | 4003

0083 < > /gèng/ (1) adv [comparative degree]
more

I can’t run any 
faster.
4509 | 0.88 | 3988

0084 < > /zhh/ (3) aux [archaic equivalent of
structural particle ]

It is a
matter of dispute whether they did the right
thing.
5125 | 0.77 | 3951

0085 < > /zsu/ (1) v walk; leave
He left without a

word.
5527 | 0.71 | 3939

0086 < > /tf/ (1) pron [used for non-human
things] it

I don’t want it.
6504 | 0.6 | 3928 | S

0087 < > /zài/ (1) adv again
Come out again, please!

4822 | 0.79 | 3813

0088 < > /yt/ (2) prep [indicating involvement or
relationship] with

It has nothing to do with 
you.
4940 | 0.76 | 3741 | W

0089 < > /ne/ (1) part [particle used at the end
of a question or declarative sentence to
indicate mood]

Why didn’t you go
home?
6522 | 0.56 | 3677 | S

0090 < > /zhhdào/ (1) v know
He ought to know

her address.
5179 | 0.68 | 3510

0091 < > /tifn/ (1) clas [measure word for time]
day

The actual work only
lasted for four days.
4162 | 0.84 | 3501

0092 < > /wèi/ (1) clas [measure word for
respectable people]

Yes, I got a good surgeon to perform the
operation.
3860 | 0.91 | 3499
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0093 < > /cái/ (3) adv just
The performance has just

started.
4291 | 0.81 | 3493

0094 < > /xiànzài/ (1) time now
Now it is

broadcasting the take-off time for the planes.
4942 | 0.71 | 3484

0095 < > /yú/ (2) prep [indicating time, location,
direction, etc.] in, at

They will set out
for Hong Kong next week.
4435 | 0.78 | 3452

0096 < > /gè/ (1) pron each
Each 

match is played to current international rules.
5532 | 0.62 | 3416

0097 < > /wéi/ (1) v be, act as

The national ratio of students to computers 
is 16 to 1.
4486 | 0.76 | 3415

0098 < > /gingzuò/ (1) v work, do 
a job

Where do you work?
5298 | 0.64 | 3396

0099 < > /yhnwéi/ (1) conj because
She needs an

umbrella because it’s raining.
4520 | 0.75 | 3378

0100 < > /xiàng/ (1) prep [indicating direction]
to, towards

The child came running
towards me.
4141 | 0.81 | 3353

0101 < > /yrjhng/ (1) adv already
Smith has already

studied Chinese for two years.
3781 | 0.86 | 3269

0102 < > /bìng/ (2) conj and, besides

Please put your articles in this envelope 
and seal it.
4453 | 0.7 | 3128

0103 < > /shíhou/ (1) n when, time 
when . . .

Don’t interrupt
me when I’m reading.
4922 | 0.63 | 3105 | S

0104 < > /zhèxig/ (1) pron these
Please take these

tablets three times a day.
3429 | 0.9 | 3089

0105 < > /guó/ (1) n country, nation
All nations want 

peace.
6889 | 0.45 | 3084 | W

0106 < > /gfo/ (1) adj tall, high
What a tall building it is!

3623 | 0.85 | 3074

0107 < > /méiysu/ (1) adv not
She didn’t touch her

food all night.
3638 | 0.84 | 3052

0108 < > /shì/ (1) n matter, thing
What’s the matter?

4258 | 0.71 | 3035

0109 < > /ffzhpn/ (1) v develop
This helps to

develop local economies.
6387 | 0.46 | 2963

0110 < > /chéng/ (1) v become, turn into;
succeed

She became a doctor.
3332 | 0.88 | 2932

0111 < > /men/ (1) suf [plural marker for
pronouns and some animate nouns]

The friends
separated after the party.
3199 | 0.92 | 2930

0112 < > /xhn/ (1) adj new
The new order is coming

soon.
4702 | 0.62 | 2925

0113 < > /sus/ (2) aux [particle preceding a verb
to form a nominal structure]

This dictionary is
exactly what I need.
3646 | 0.8 | 2906

0114 < > /shèhuì/ (1) n society
Many artists

feel alienated from society.
4071 | 0.71 | 2894

0115 < > /yìxig/ (1) num some
I got some high

marks in some subjects.
3320 | 0.87 | 2876

0116 < > /ma/ (1) part [question tag]
How’s your 

family?
4440 | 0.64 | 2848

0117 < > /yt/ (2) conj and
What’s your name

and flight number?
4075 | 0.7 | 2842 | W

0118 < > /méi/ (1) adv not
Why didn’t you go?

4469 | 0.64 | 2838

0119 < > /ba/ (1) part [modal particle 
indicating a suggestion or request; 
marking a question requesting 
confirmation, or a pause after 
alternatives]

Let’s go Dutch this
time.
4772 | 0.59 | 2836

0120 < > /dp / (1) v beat, hit, strike; play;
typewrite

He hit me with his fist.
3643 | 0.78 | 2828


